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Economic Development Subcommittee Special Meeting 

Wednesday, April 13, 2022, 8:15 a.m.  

Zoom Conference Call 

 

On September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed into law AB 361, which allows a local agency to 
meet remotely when: 
1.  The local agency holds a meeting during a declared state of emergency 
2.  State or local health officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social 
distancing 
3.  Legislative bodies declare the need to meet remotely due to present imminent risks to the health 
or safety of attendees  
On March 21, 2022, the City Council adopted Resolution Number 25-2022 stating that the City Council 
and Commissions will continue to meet remotely for at least thirty days for the following reasons: 
1.  There is still a local state of emergency 
2.  County Health Orders require that all individuals in public spaces maintain social distancing and 
wear masks 
3.  The City can't maintain social distancing requirements for the public, staff, Councilmembers, and 
Commissioners in their meeting spaces.   
  
Pursuant to Resolution Number 25-2022, Conference Room A will not be open to the public for the 
April 13, 2022 Economic Development Subcommittee Meeting.  

 
Topic: Economic Development Subcommittee Meeting 
Time: Apr 13, 2022 08:15 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85936747895?pwd=N0dEejRndk1paUdzSXhIWW1w
NnNndz09 
 
Meeting ID: 859 3674 7895 
Passcode: 279772 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,85936747895#,,,,*279772# US (San Jose) 
+13462487799,,85936747895#,,,,*279772# US (Houston) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 



 

 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
Meeting ID: 859 3674 7895 
Passcode: 279772 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kv0td03OS 

 

AGENDA 

CALL TO ORDER – 8:15 a.m. 

READ AND APPROVE MINUTES FROM MARCH 9, 2022  

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. Annual Meeting with the Downtown BID                   8:15 a.m. 

 

2. Update on Commercial Linkage Fee Study               8:55 a.m.  

 

Public Comments 
 

The next regular meeting of the City Council’s Economic Development 

Subcommittee will be held on May 11, 2022, via Zoom 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kv0td03OS
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ATTENDANCE 
 

Members Present:   Vice Mayor Michael Brownrigg, Councilmember Donna Colson 
 
Members Absent:  None 

 
Staff Present:   City Manager (CM) Lisa Goldman, Community Development Director (CDD) 

Kevin Gardiner, Parks & Recreation Director (PRD) Margaret Glomstad, Finance 
Director (FD) Helen Yu-Scott,  

 
Members of the Public Present: John Kevranian (President of Broadway Business Improvement 
District (BID)), Ross Bruce (Secretary Broadway BID), Chris Diez (Treasurer Broadway BID) 
 
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES FROM NOVEMBER 10, JANUARY 12 AND JANUARY 12 
SPECIAL MEETINGS 

● Approved.  

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Annual Meeting with the Broadway BID 
 
CDD Gardiner introduced the topic by first discussing the Broadway Specific Plan that received grant 
funding through MTC/ABAG. Staff is still working through the contracting process, and they are 
hoping to start work on that in the summer.  
 
John Kevranian provided some background information about the current strength of Broadway, 
noting that the district has nearly 100% occupancy. However, he noted that “showroom” retail with 
limited hours or hours by appointment only are not activating the street, and he advocated for possible 
minimum hours of operation (similar to some malls).  
 
Councilmember Colson asked for feedback about the possible changes to the business license tax 
structure. Ross Bruce noted some concern from nearby merchants if the City were to move to a gross 
receipts structure and suggested that it may be easier to administer if businesses were charged a flat 
rate based on their business type.  
 
CM Goldman discussed the rationale behind the possible changes to the tax structure, noting that the 
current flat fee is inequitable when larger businesses pay the same rate as substantially smaller 
businesses. Working with HdL, staff brought three possible models to the City Council at their 
February 22, 2022 Study Session on potential tax measures. After Council feedback, staff is 
examining other models that would potentially limit the amount a business pays based on business 
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type while still factoring in gross receipts. It will be discussed by the full Council at a later date. 
 
Mr. Kevranian suggested establishing a subcommittee of different merchants to provide their thoughts 
on the business license tax structure. CM Goldman noted that the City has to have all of the language 
for any general ballot tax measures (like the possible business license reform) ready prior to July 5, 
2022 due to the Council recess in August and ballot requirements to have the language prepared 88 
days prior to the November vote. 
 
Councilmember Colson noted that the drop in transient-occupancy tax (TOT) has caused the City to 
look at various ways to recover revenue. She highlighted that the City is the only one in the area to 
have a flat business license rate, and also hhas one of the lowest TOT rates in the County.  
 
Mr. Kevranian will solicit opinions from the Broadway BID Board and send the City Council their 
recommendations after their next meeting.  
 
 
Discussion of Subcommittee Work Plan for the Year 
 
Based on conversation in the last meeting, CDD Gardiner noted that the standing meetings with the 
DBID, the hoteliers, and the commercial linkage fee will be in future meetings (the DBID in April, the 
hoteliers in May, and the fee studies as an ongoing topic).  
 
Councilmember Colson mentioned a conversation she had had with County representatives 
concerning a parcel tax for all commercial and residential buildings in the County to help fund sea 
level rise protections. She advocated for a presentation to the Subcommittee, though CM Goldman 
suggested that the full City Council would be better suited for that discussion. Vice Mayor Brownrigg 
noted that external taxes would be considered as part of the commercial linkage fee discussion, even 
if the Subcommittee does not directly discuss the County measure. 
 
Councilmember Colson suggested more advanced planning for the holiday lighting and decorations, 
potentially a discussion with both BIDs in September.  
 
Vice Mayor Brownrigg suggested that major development projects could come to the Subcommittee 
as a “first stop” prior to the Planning Commission or full City Council. CDD Gardiner noted that the 
structure has been used before, particularly if there are policy questions related to a potential 
development.  
 
Other meetings will be left on a rolling basis, with some possible topics including an update on Topgolf 
and its potential tie-in to the Women’s Western Regional Golf Tournament in Millbrae in 2023 or 2024, 
or a meeting with Burlingame Plaza. CDD Gardiner suggested that the Topgolf update could be 
combined with the hotelier meeting, as they are also interested in the project. 
 
Mr. Kevranian suggested a meeting with the Burlingame Community Education Foundation (BCE) to 
help promote local businesses, rather than having BCE partner with large online firms. 
Councilmember Colson noted the City could encourage them to, but she recommended that the BIDs 
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interact directly with the School Board as the City has no jurisdiction over them. 
 
 

Miscellaneous Discussion 

 

Councilmember Colson inquired if there are any cannabis businesses that have submitted 

applications. CDD Gardiner noted that there are two approved applications, but neither have gone to 

the Planning Commission for their Conditional Use Permit (CUP). There is still some Council interest 

in a cannabis tax on the November 2022 ballot.  

 

Vice Mayor Brownrigg discussed the smoke shop opening on Broadway. Mr. Kevranian noted that the 

BID had no concern with the business after signage requiring customers to be 21 or over was posted, 

and most of the concern was raised from residents.  

  

 

Action Items 

• EDS Sanfilippo will schedule the annual Subcommittee meeting with the DBID for the April 

meeting 

 

FUTURE AGENDA TOPICS 
 
The April meeting will include the annual meeting with the Downtown Business Improvement District 
(DBID) and possibly an update on the commercial linkage fee study. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no public comments.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted,  
 

Joseph Sanfilippo 
Economic Development & Housing 
Specialist  


